Our Foundation is Solid like
Oak Roots
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Since its establishment as the Government
Trade School in 1937, the institution has
met the evolving needs of Hong Kong.
From the Trade School to the Hong Kong
Technical College, Hong Kong Polytechnic
and The Hong Kong Polytechnic University,
the institution has advanced with the times
in its educational offerings, research focus
and campus development.
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1937

Government Trade School
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PolyU has its origin in the development of local
technical education in the years preceding World
War Il. The Government Trade School opened on
Wood Road in Wanchai was the first publicly funded
post-secondary technical institution in Hong Kong,
operating under the principalship of Mr George
White. Around 70 students filled classes run by three
departments offering courses in marine wireless
operating, mechanical engineering and building
construction.
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HOMNG KOMNG TECHMICAL COLLEGE
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Hong Kong Technical College
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The small-scale provision of technical education continued
during World War I, but expanded soon afterwards.
Renamed the Hong Kong Technical College in 1947,
the institution offered both full- and part-time courses.
As the 1950s dawned the College was at the forefront of
government efforts to meet the soaring demand for trained
technicians and professionals brought on by the influx of
immigrants and capital from the Chinese mainland. Against
this backdrop, the then Governor, Sir Alexander Grantham,
opened the College’s new premises in Hung Hom during
1957. A fresh phase in the provision of industrial education in
Hong Kong had begun.
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1972
Hong Kong Polytechnic
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There was soon an increased need for a more advanced
model of professional education, with Dr the Honourable
Sir Chung Sze-yuen addressing the Legislative Council
about a “polytechnic-type institution” in 1965. His work
on the Polytechnic Planning Committee with Dr the
Honourable Tang Ping-yuan led to the establishment
of the Hong Kong Polytechnic in 1972. Under the
directorship of Mr Charles Old, the Polytechnic
provided application-oriented education to meet the
need for professional manpower, taking in around
1,600 full-time and 10,000 part-time students in its
first academic year. Early Polytechnic courses covered
engineering, commerce, management, mathematics,
science, nautical studies and textiles.
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The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
T B TH& HONG KONG POILY ECHNIC UNIVERSITY
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Naming Ceremony of the Pao Yue-Kong Lib

In 1994, the Polytechnic gained approval from the then University
and Polytechnic Grants Committee (now the University Grants
Committee) for the self-accreditation of degree programmes. This
enhanced responsibility brought with it full university status and a

name change to The Hong Kong Polytechnic University. The
University 's new logo was formally introduced.
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Campus Expansion Over the Years
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PolyU is proud of its long history dating back to the
1930s. The University's forerunner, the Government Trade
School, opened in Wanchai during 1937 and became the
Hong Kong Technical College in 1947, with a move to
the present Hung Hom site in 1957. In 1972, the Hong
Kong Polytechnic was formally established, taking over
the campus of the Hong Kong Technical College. In
1978, the Community Centre in phase two of the campus
development was opened. Including an amenities building
and a sports complex, the Centre was named the Run Run
Shaw Community Centre in 1986.
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To commemorate its 20th anniversary in 1992, the Hong Kong Polytechnic
erected a four-faced clock tower on the campus podium that still operates
today. Soon after in 2000, Keswick Hall, one of the earliest campus buildings,
gave way to the Jockey Club Auditorium, an important facility that enriched
cultural life on campus. In 2001, with a generous donation from the Li Ka Shing
Foundation, Li Ka Shing Tower took over the site of the Main Building, forming
a new centerpiece for the campus.
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The first Student Halls of Residence opened at Hung Hom Bay in 2002, offering
not just a home away from home but also a nurturing ground for personal
development. In 2005, the Lee Shau Kee Building was completed, equipped
with research facilities, laboratories, classrooms, conference rooms and lecture
theatres. The Hung Hom Bay campus of the PolyU-affiliated Hong Kong
Community College opened in 2007, and the West Kowloon campus of the
College started operation in 2008.
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One of the key changes on PolyU campus in recent years has
been the Pak Sui Yuen (former staff quarters) redevelopment,
completed in 2010. The new premises comprises the University
House, the School of Hotel and Tourism Management, and
Hotel ICON, PolyU’s teaching and research hotel. This world-
renowned hotel is at the heart of the University 's excellence
in hospitality and tourism education. In addition, to cater to
the growth in student numbers across campus, the second
Student Halls of Residence at Homantin opened in April 2013.

BEARBEIFEFR—HEEAERS 2010 FRTHHRILHEE
BEEERER - MREEERABHBEES  BERKESR
BEEBREMEANHIAEREEE - TEZRNELERS
HEREMEERIKREREHE - I REEA AREEMEE
ANBC AR ENE —E2EBEEN 2013 F 4 AMA -

BRI R R - BERE - HAREHE

26



Block Z on campus started operation in early 2013. The 26,000 square metre building houses the
Faculty of Construction and Environment and other departments. In March 2014, the University opened
the Jockey Club Innovation Tower, home to the School of Design. A new landmark for Hong Kong, the
Tower carries the distinct touches of the late world-renowned architect Zaha Hadid. Featuring state-of-
the-art facilities, the Tower is helping to drive the development of Hong Kong as a design hub in Asia.
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2018

Sustainability has been at the heart of the Block X redevelopment, which provides
landscape recreational spaces and serves as a circulation hub for the main
campus. Completed in September 2017, its facilities include a low rise building with
workshops and offices for the Aviation Services Research Centre, as well as sports
and recreational facilities. Also under construction is an iconic footbridge linking
the main campus to the podium level of Block Z, scheduled for completion in early
2018. The footbridge will not only enhance pedestrian connectivity between the
main campus and Block Z, but will also form part of the cycle route envisioned in
the campus master plan.

X EBRIARARRIE/T L - MEREKEEN - BRSEREN R BED
EER 2017 F9 AKRT  REBEMERBHARPONTHSNRAE - AREE
MBELRRE - B BEREIRERZ EFEaMNTARBZ TRIEGEETT B
AR 2018 FATEK > ITARBA T EITAEREIRER Z E - EAIRSRERE
BERREDEEESEN D -

PR B R IR - JERE - SEARISIAL

28



